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permit decisions, and to ensure that the var-
ious levels of approval required in the refin-
ing—refinery permitting process are handled
in a timely way.

With these four steps, we will take pres-
sure off gas prices over time by expanding
the amount of American-made oil and gaso-
line. We will strengthen our national security
by reducing our reliance on foreign oil. We
will benefit American workers by keeping
our Nation competitive in the global econ-
omy, and by creating good jobs in construc-
tion and engineering and refine—refining,
maintenance, and many other areas.

The proposals I've outlined will take years
to have their full impact. There is no excuse
for delay—as a matter of fact, it'’s a reason
to move swiftly. I know the Democratic lead-
ers have opposed some of these policies in
the past. Now that their opposition has
helped drive gas prices to record levels, I ask
them to reconsider their positions. If con-
gressional leaders leave for the Fourth of July
recess without taking action, they will need
to explain why $4 a gallon gasoline is not
enough incentive for them to act. And Ameri-
cans will rightly ask how high oil—how high
gas prices have to rise before the Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress will do something
about it.

I know this is a trying time for our families,
but our country has faced similar strains be-
fore and we’ve overcome them together. And
we can do that again. With faith in the inno-
vative spirit of our people and a commitment
to results in Washington, we will meet the
energy challenges we face and keep our
economy the strongest, most vibrant, and
most hopeful in the world.

Thank you for your time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Prime Minister Sergei Stanishev of
Bulgaria

June 18, 2008

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come to the Oval Office. It was about a year
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ago that I had the great pleasure of visiting
your beautiful country, and I want to thank
you for the warm hospitality you showed.
And thank you for giving me a chance to wel-
come you here to the Oval Office. We had
a very extensive conversation.

Prime Minister Stanishev. Indeed.

President Bush. And that’s what you'd ex-
pect among friends.

First, I want to congratulate you and thank
you and the Government for the role you
have played in the Western Balkans. You've
been a constructive force for stability, a con-
structive force for hope. You've projected a
hopeful future and—for the people in
Kosovo and Serbia. And I want to thank you
for that. It’s really important that there be
leadership in the neighborhood, and you've
provided it.

Secondly, I want to thank you very much
for your nation’s strong contributions to help-
ing others realize the blessings of liberty,
whether it be in Afghanistan or Iraq. I fully
understand how difficult these issues can be.
On the other hand, you understand how
hopeful the world can be when people live
in free societies. So I want to thank you and
I want to thank the people of your country
for the sacrifices that you have made.

Thirdly, we talked about our—a mutual
concern, and that’s energy. How do we get
more energy on the market? How do we help
others—our respective countries and others
realize the blessings of additional energy sup-
ply? I mean, we're in a world that is—where
supply has exceeded—where demand has ex-
ceeded supply. There’s high prices. Both our
countries—the people in our countries are
wondering, what do we intend to do about
it?

And so we had a good discussion about
the diversification of energy supply. I really
appreciate the Prime Minister’s discussion
about nuclear power. Prime Minister, we're
trying to expand nuclear power here in the
United States of America because it’s clean,
it’s renewable, and it'll help us become less
dependent on hydrocarbons.

We talked about two other issues that are
of importance to the Prime Minister and the
people of his country. First, we talked about
visas. I fully understand the concerns of your
people when it comes to visas. People say,
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on the one—we’re helping; we’re part of a
very important coalition; we're allies, and yet
we don’t get treated the same as other people
within the EU.

Prime Minister Stanishev. It was a good
breakthrough.

President Bush. And today, because of
the Prime Minister’s hard work, there has
been a breakthrough on the visa waiver, as
an important step toward achieving the same
status as other countries in the EU. And I
want to congratulate you on that. Thank you
for your hard work, and thank you for your
care about the people of your country.

Finally, T applauded the Prime Minister
for his and his Government’s work on dealing
with corruption. I reminded the Prime Min-
ister that all of us have got a responsibility
to deal with corruption. When we find cor-
rupt officials in the United States, we expect
them to be—within the rule of law—be dealt
with. And that’s what you're doing. And the
people who ultimately benefit from that deci-
sion are the people of your country. I mean,
they—I know they appreciate your tough
stand. Nobody wants to have a government
where it looks like a few benefit at the cost
of many.

And so your tough stance have made a big
difference. I'm proud that you're here. I want
to thank you for it. Youre a good, young,
strong leader, and that’s said from an old guy.

Prime Minister Stanishev. Thank you.

President Bush. Welcome.

Prime Minister Stanishev. Thank you.

President Bush. Yes.

Prime Minister Stanishev. Well, thank
you, Mr. President, for the good words about
Bulgaria, indeed. And my assessment is that
our relations have reached the level of stra-
tegic partnership. And I see no contradiction
in this with our good behavior and our con-
tributions to the European Union.

President Bush. That’s right.

Prime Minister Stanishev. 1 think Bul-
garia proved in the last several years that we
can be good contributors of stability for
NATO, we can be active in the European
Union, and we can develop our excellent re-
lations with the United States—because it is
amazing that in 18 years, our countries have
reached this level of trust, confidence. And
from this point of view, I appreciate your
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very strong leadership role in the support of
the reform process in Bulgaria.

President Bush. Yes, sir.

Prime Minister Stanishev. It is never
easy. It requires a lot of efforts, persistence.
Results do not always come overnight, but
they develop. And everyone who comes to
Bulgaria after several years of absence is say-
ing the country has made great progress. And
the United States have always been very
helpful in this process.

I must say that we see our role in the re-
gion as a country which is bridging and guar-
anteeing stability both for the Western Bal-
kans and for the broader Black Sea area,
which are very important, because without
stability in the Balkans, without European
perspective and NATO perspective for these
countries, we cannot speak about real pros-
perity and democracy in the region. The re-
gion has many wounds from the war in
former Yugoslavia, and they have to be
healed. And the international presence is
very important and the European perspec-
tive as well.

And we also see the importance of the
Black Sea area, both politically, from the
point of view of security issues and from the
point of view of energy issues. And I appre-
ciate the dialog which we had on diversifica-
tion of energy supply, on nuclear energy.
Bulgaria will be developing our nuclear facili-
ties, not only the new ones, but there are
many other projects where American compa-
nies can participate in nuclear issues, but also
in thermal powerplants, many other energy
projects, because we want to be, indeed, a
hub of energy stability in the region. We want
to be enough independent. We want to be
exporter of energy.

We are good partners in Afghanistan, in
Iraq, in Kosovo. And Bulgaria really is not
simply a beneficiary of our membership in
NATO or the European Union, but we are
a contributor because we know our respon-
sibilities. And we shall not give up from these
responsibilities because there are many chal-
lenges around the world. We have to over-
come them together with our friends and
partners.

I thank you very much for this support and
for the American experts who worked on this
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declaration on visa waiver. You, Mr. Presi-
dent, were the first to say that this is not
a normal situation, when two nations have
such confidence, when we have 200,000 Bul-
garians living in the United States, more and
more Americans coming to Bulgaria, to have
this obstacle for normal human contacts.
There is a way to go; there is work to do.
But we shall do it together, and I believe
that the sooner we achieve—make our busi-
ness, the better for the citizens of the two
countries.

And finally, thank you also for the sup-
porting the reforms in the fight against orga-
nized crime and corruption. Bulgaria is a na-
tion which became member of the European
Union, which is modernizing. Our economic
growth is excellent. Our performances in
economy are good. And we see the reforms
in fight against organized crime and corrup-
tion, the judiciary reform, as a very important
further precondition for our economic
growth and for the development of the na-
tion.

And I remember that last year, you sup-
ported the establishment of the new State
Agency for National Security. I can say with
satisfaction that it is already operational. It
works excellently with American services,
and it has operations which are bringing con-
crete fruits. But there is work to do.

President Bush. Thank you for coming.

Prime Minister Stanishev. Thank you,
Mr. President.

President Bush. Yes. Thank you. Thank
you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
Approval the “Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008”

June 18, 2008

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my ap-
proval H.R. 6124, the “Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008.”

The bill that I vetoed on May 21, 2008,
H.R. 2419, which became Public Law 110-
234, did not include the title III provisions
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that are in this bill. In passing H.R. 6124,
the Congress had an opportunity to improve
on H.R. 2419 by modifying certain objection-
able, onerous, and fiscally imprudent provi-
sions. Unfortunately, the Congress chose to
send me the same unacceptable farm bill
provisions in H.R. 6124, merely adding title
III. T am returning this bill for the same rea-
sons as stated in my veto message of May
21, 2008, on H.R. 2419.

For a year and a half, I have consistently
asked that the Congress pass a good farm
bill that I can sign. Regrettably, the Congress
has failed to do so. At a time of high food
prices and record farm income, this bill lacks
program reform and fiscal discipline. It con-
tinues subsidies for the wealthy and increases
farm bill spending by more than $20 billion,
while using budget gimmicks to hide much
of the increase. It is inconsistent with our
objectives in international trade negotiations,
which include securing greater market access
for American farmers and ranchers. It would
needlessly expand the size and scope of gov-
ernment. Americans sent us to Washington
to achieve results and be good stewards of
their hard-earned taxpayer dollars. This bill
violates that fundamental commitment.

In January 2007, my Administration put
forward a fiscally responsible farm bill pro-
posal that would improve the safety net for
farmers and move current programs toward
more market-oriented policies. The bill be-
fore me today fails to achieve these important
goals.

At a time when net farm income is pro-
jected to increase by more than $28 billion
in 1 year, the American taxpayer should not
be forced to subsidize that group of farmers
who have adjusted gross incomes of up to
$1.5 million. When commodity prices are at
record highs, it is irresponsible to increase
government subsidy rates for 15 crops, sub-
sidize additional crops, and provide payments
that further distort markets. Instead of better
targeting farm programs, this bill eliminates
the existing payment limit on marketing loan
subsidies.

Now is also not the time to create a new
uncapped revenue guarantee that could cost
billions of dollars more than advertised. This
is on top of a farm bill that is anticipated
to cost more than $600 billion over 10 years.



